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Update on Legal Status of GEO

Following the adoption of the Strategic Plan: Implementing GEOSS 2016-2025, the Plenary requested 
that an enhanced legal standing be sought for the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Secretariat, 
while maintaining its Intergovernmental status. Through consultations between the Secretariat, the 
Swiss Government and the Host Organization, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), a 
solution was found that would provide GEO with increased “Standing” while remaining within the 
current WMO hosting agreement with Switzerland.  

This has been achieved by a renewed agreement between WMO and the Host Nation (Switzerland) to 
recognize that WMO has a renewed Standing Arrangement with GEO and its Secretariat, and that this 
Standing Arrangement is now covered by the existing Headquarters Agreement of the Host State. 

The steps of the process therefore were: 

1. Conclude a renewed Standing Arrangement between WMO and the GEO Secretariat.
(Completed: 2 November 2016, Annex 1);

2. WMO to communicate to Switzerland that a renewed Standing Arrangement has been
concluded, and to request Switzerland to support the conclusion of the new Standing
Arrangement. (Completed: 16 November 2016, Annex 2); and

3. Switzerland to confirm their acknowledgement of the new Standing Arrangement and confirm
that GEO and its Secretariat is covered by the Headquarters Agreement concluded between
WMO and the Swiss Federal Council. (Completed: 10 January 2017, Annex 3).

This enhanced level of GEO Standing, provides GEO with the necessary status to become part of the 
Partnership Advisory Council (PAC) of the GFCS. This also provides a necessary first step for 
potential acceptance as “Observer” to the UNFCCC. This recognition, however, would also require 
substantial support and interventions, by GEO Member States at the UNFCCC Conference of the 
Parties (COP).   

It is important to note that this is a “Renewed” Standing Arrangement and not a full scape “Revision”

to the previous version. The terms of the renewed Standing Arrangement remain largely unchanged 
apart from a revised Introduction paragraph, which now reflects the current situation of GEO having 
begun its second decade in 2016 with the Ministerial approval and adoption of the Strategic Plan: 
Implementing GEOSS 2016-2025.  
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